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SBOE 
District 1 Georgina Perez D neutral

Information: Elected in 2016. Up for re-election in 
2020.  Retired teacher working on doctorate in 
Educaitonal Leadership.  Holds certification in 
ELA/Reading for 8-12 and Generalist 4-8.  Author of 
Unity Framework: Critical Literacy Lessons.   
Community activist for women and Latinos. Founder of 
El Libro, an advocacy and lobbying group. Founder and 
creative director of Texas Student Civic Engagement 
Project. Quoted in El Pas newspaer in Aug 2017 
claiming to be against the expansion of charter schools 
without accountablility. Crafted prclamation supporting 
the implementation of ethnic studies courses.  Serves 
on the Long-Range Plan for Public Education Steering 
Committee.  Recognized by her peers for leadership on 
Path2Diploma, an initiative resulting from SB 463 
(IGCs).   

SBOE 
District 2 Ruben Cortez D

2018 - TSTA, 
Texas AFT Friendly

Voted to reject Royal Public Schools 
application in committee. 

Information: First elected to the board in 2012, re-
elected in 2014 to a full term, and 2018.  Up for re-
election in 2022.  Current board secretary. 
Businessman from Brownsville.  Former board member 
for Brownsville ISD.-Former Region 1 board member.  
Serves on Committee for School Initiatives, which 
oversees agenda items related to charter schools, 
SBEC rules, and the appointment of school board 
members for districts located on military bases.  He 
also served on the board's Ad Hoc Committee on the 
Long-Range Plan for Public Education.
-No large personal donations from PACs (checked 
personal financial statement- just contributions from 
individuals)
-Supported court decision that found school funding 
unconstitutional
Board/Voting Record: Very involved with Mexican 
American textbook controversy (was against state's 
recommended book).  Voted against Great Hearts 
Charter in 2013.  Wrote an anti-voucher resolution in 
2013. 
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SBOE 
District 3

Marisa B. 
Perez-Diaz  D 2018 - TSTA neutral

Voted to reject Royal Public Schools 
application in committee. 

Information: CPS officer.  Worked for San Antonio ISD 
as governmental relations. Vice-chair of SBOE 
Committee on School Initiatives(SBEC review, long 
range plans, extracurricular, school board member 
training).  Elected 2012.  Served on Committee on 
Instruction 2013-2016.  Currently serves as vice chair 
on Committee on School Initiatives.  From webpage:  
advocates for "proper public education, equitable 
textbook review processes, local control of teachers 
and school districts and strengthening the relationship 
between policymakers and school officials." Voting 
record: Supported SBOE's anti-voucher resolution.

SBOE 
District 4

Lawrence A. 
Allen, Jr.        D neutral

 Information: 3rd- generation educator. Former HISD 
administrator. Mother is Representative Alma Allen of 
District 131. Elected to the State Board of Education in 
2004 and re-elected in 2006, 2010, 2012 and 2014. He 
serves as a member  of the board's Committee on 
School Finance/Permanent School Fund, the 
committee which oversees the Permanent School 
Fund, the nation's largest education endowment. The 
committee also oversees policies for some funding and 
auditing functions. He previously served two terms as 
vice chair of this committee.  Allen previously served on 
the Committee on Planning and Committee on 
Instruction. Allen also served a term as vice chair of the 
15-member board. He thinks lawmakers may need to 
reassess a provision that forbids keeping the same 
principal on a campus rated academically unacceptable 
for two consecutive years. Such schools must be 
addressed, he said, but officials should be able to look 
at why a school got a low rating before disposing of the 
principal.  Voting Record: Voted against Great Hearts 
Charter in 2013.
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SBOE 
District 5 Ken Mercer R Unfriendly

Candidate not running for re-election. Information: No previous education experience.  First 
elected to the board in 2006.  Up for re-election in 2020.  
Former member of the texas House.  Current member 
of the Committee on School Finance/Permanent School 
Fund.  Previously served as chair of Committee on 
School Initiatives, vice chair of the same committee and 
vice chair of the Committee on Instruction.  Voting 
Record: Part of the voting bloc involved in altering 
social studies textbooks. Voted against a requirement 
to give the board 24-hour notice before submitting 
amendments. Voted for throwing out ELAR standards 
and presented his own with no introduction, research, 
or warning.  Voted to bring in Great Hearts Charter 
Schools out of Arizona. Voted for hiring a Permanent 
School Fund investment consultant that was the highest 
bidder and had been rated the lowest by PSF 
professional staff. Voted for teaching creationist 
arguments against evolution in science textbooks. 
Voted against teaching social studies students that the 
U.S. Constitution protects religious freedom by barring 
gov from promoting one religion over others.  Opposes 
teaching students medically accuration info about 
contraception. Voted for Language Arts standards fo 
phonics and grammer that were opposed by a majority 
of English teachers in Texas.  Against Pre-K programs. 
Voted against 2013 SBOE anti-voucher resolution.

SBOE 
District 6 Donna Bahorich R

Greg Abbott, Dan 
Patrick Unfriendly

Information: First elected in 2012.  Up for re-election in 
2020.  Appointed chair of the board by Governor 
Abbott.  Dan Patrick's former campaign manager.   
Member of Committee on Instruction, which oversees 
issues such as curriculum standards, instructional 
materials, innovative courses and career and technical 
education.  Previously served on Committee for School 
Initiatives, and Ad Hoc Committee for Long-Range Plan 
for Public Education.    Voting Record: Voted to bring 
in Great Hearts Charter Schools out of Arizona. Not an 
educator. Voted against 2013 SBOE anti-voucher 
resolution. 
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SBOE 
District 7 Matt Robinson R Unfriendly

Voted to reject Royal Public Schools 
charter application in committee. 

Information: First elected 2018. Up for re-election in 
2022.  Not an educator.  Doctor from Galveston.  Did 
serve on Friendswood ISD school board. States on his 
page that his time as a board member has impressed 
upon him the need for school choice. Tx Trib reports 
2/23/18 that he does support school choice or 
vouchers, but he argues for the same accountability if 
private schools accept state dollars. "it would not be fair 
to have no restrictions or oversight for private schools 
where state dollars are going," includes standardized 
testing and other accountability.  

SBOE 
District 8 Barbara Cargill R Unfriendly

Voted for Royal Public Schools charter 
application in committee. 

Information: First elected to the SBOE in 2004.  Up for re-
election in 2020. Served as SBOE chair from 2011-2015. 
Served on governor appointed Commission for College Ready 
Texas. Served as a conservative fiduciary of the Permanent 
School Fund.  Served as chair and vice-chair of Committee on 
Instruction.  Has also been a member of Committee on 
Planning and Committee on School Initiatives.  Current chair 
of Committee on Initiatives, which oversees agenda items 
related to charter schools, SBEC rules, and school boards on 
military bases.  Former Science teacher (20+ years) from the 
Woodlands. Runs a summer science camp near the 
Woodlands. Controversies have arisen in regard to her 
involvement in adoption of standards and textbooks, 
especially in regards to science and social studies. 1. Faced 
criticism about social studies standards not being aligned to 
the state’s college readiness standards 2. Science (2009) and 
social studies (2010) standards adopted under her 
chairmanship have been criticized for such verbage as 
“African slaves were brought to America as workers.” In 
addition, science TEKS have been described as too "detailed 
and unwieldy" making it difficult for teachers to cover in one 
year. Described as a creationist social conservative, Cargill 
fought to have the intelligence design theory added to science 
textbooks along with evolution as a "theory". She lobbied to 
get one of her candidates, Dr.Charles Garner (an evolution 
denier), added to the biology panel at the last minute.Her FB 
posts show her posing and promoting various charter schools. 
Voting Record: Voted to bring Great Hearts Charter Schools 
out of AZ. Voted against 2013 SBOE anti-voucher resolution.

SBOE 
District 9 Keven M. Ellis R

2016 - Texas 
Parent PAC, 
Trent Ashby, 
Jimmie Don 
Aycock Friendly

Voted for Royal Public Schools charter 
application in committee. 

Information: First elected 2016.  Up for re-election 
2020.  Chiropractor from Lufkin. Lufkin ISD board 
member. Served as LISD board president.  On SBOE 
serves on Committee on School Initiatives(SBEC 
review, long range plans, extracurricular, school board 
member training).  
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SBOE 
District 
10 Tom Maynard R

2012 - Texas 
Homeschool 
Coalition Neutral

Information: First elected to board in 2012.  Up for re-
election 2020.  Former educator and school board 
trustee. Served as Executive Director of the Texas FFA 
Association. Has served as Chair of Committee on 
Instruction and is current vice chair of Committee on 
School Finance/Permanent School Fund.  Also served 
on Ad Hoc Committee on the Long-Range Plan for 
Public Education.  Values: Protect the  Permanent 
School fund, local control, parental rights, fiscal 
discipline and transparency, accountability and 
preparing students for tomorrow’s careers.  Voting 
Record: voted against bringing in GH Charter Schools. 

SBOE 
District 
11 Patricia Hardy R neutral

Information:  First elected to the SBOE in 2002.  Up 
for re-election 2022.  Has served on all 3 committees 
on SBOE, currently serves on Committee on School 
Finance/Permanent School Fund. Has been vice chair 
and chair of this committee.  Former educator and 
social studies instructional specialist.  Former Fulbright 
scholar.  Serves on the National Geographic Society, 
Texas Council for the Social Studies, and Texas Social 
Studies Supervisors Association.  Co-director for Kids 
Hope mentorship program at her church.  Was 
appointed by Tx Speaker of House to the Texas 
Education Economic Policy Center in 1989 and the 
Committee on Student Learning in 1992.   Current FB 
page shows affiliation with Texas Educators Vote, 
Friends of Texas Public Schools, Raise Your Hand 
Texas.  Anti-voucher graphics present on the page.  
Voting Record: Voted against Great Hearts Charter in 
2013

SBOE 
District 
12 Pam Little  R

2018 - retiring 
SBOE district 12 
member 
Geraldine Miller neutral

Information: previously ran for SBOE in 2012 before 
winning in 2018.  New member of board.  Up for re-
election in 2022.  Co-owner of Ace Fence of DFW. 
Former community college instructor, and previously 
worked in educational publishing with Houghton Mifflin. 
From Miller's endorsement: Committed to protecting the 
permanent school fund, the children's textbook fund, 
wants strong programs for children with dyslexia and 
supports scientific research-based reading curriculum. 
Also opposed to Common Core.
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SBOE 
District 
13 Aicha Davis D 2018 - Texas AFT neutral

Information: New member, first elected in 2018.  Up for re-election in 2022. 
Testified in front of SBOE on amendments to Science TEKS in April.  From the 
Leadership ISD website (she seems to be a fellow): Aicha is a Research 
Assistant and Superintendency candidate with the University of North Texas. 
Her studies focus on innovative educational programs for students in poverty.  
She formerly taught secondary STEM courses, including AP physics, 
mechanical engineering, and robotics, and served as an Instructional 
Coordinator with DeSoto ISD.  She also studies Spanish language and culture 
abroad each year.  Seems to be working on a PhD in education and from her 
Facebook page appears to serve on a committee for the SBOE and spend a lot 
of time going to their meetings and getting to know the members of the board.  
Survey responses: Primary role as a state board member is to ensure students 
in TX public schools have increasing opportunities to imrove their outcomes.  
Will make student-centered decisions based on research, educator input, and 
expert opinion.  Will be even more active in my district, ensuring all schools 
have access to needed resources to support learning.  Educators must have an 
active role when policy decisions are made, we must treat our educators as 
professionals  and consider and value their voice. Encourage educators to be 
aware of meeting agendas and topics of discussions and testify at public 
hearings.  Also encourage educators to join committees.  Number of TEKS is 
generally sufficient, but standards must be revised to meet demands of 
technology.  Curriculum must advance to progress student outcomes.  SBOE 
currently streamlines content area to ensure that teachers have sufficient time 
to cover TEKS.  I believe this effort should not simply reduce the number of 
standards, but rather ensure that content is focused on skill development and 
allows students the ability to pursue ranges of opportunities.  Charter schools 
evaluation from 2014 shows charter school students scored significantly lower 
in reading and math than public school students.  There are successful 
charters, but we need to focus resources to independent school districts.  SBOE 
should continue to provide lists of approved textbooks and give districts local 
control of the choice of text. Believes current curriculum prepares students for 
post-secondary success, but we need to include technology and college and 
career readiness in revised standards as we develop long-range plans.  SBOE 
should remain the supreme decision-making body because it is elected while 
SBEC is appointed by the governor. 

SBOE 
District 
14

Sue Melton 
Malone  R neutral

Information: First elected to the SBOE in 2012.  Up for re-
election in 2020.  Chair of Committee on Instruction, 
previously served as vice-chair. Retired educator (36 years). 
President ATPE 2007-2008.  Feels students are overtested 
and teachers forced to spend too much time teaching the test. 
In 2012, Sue said. “I will bring experience and integrity to the 
management of funding intended for public education. The 
Permanent School Fund was established in 1854 by State 
leaders and is sometimes referred to as "the children's fund". 
It has helped pay a share of the cost of educating Texas 
school children since that time. The State Board of Education 
is charged with the responsibility of overseeing the investment 
portfolio assets of the fund. It is imperative the use of this fund 
be managed properly and that decisions concerning the 
investments of the fund be made with wisdom. This fund is 
not intended for political use, but must be used for students 
and only for students. The use of this fund should reflect 
fiduciary responsibility on the part of the SBOE, with 
emphasis on what is best for the students in the classrooms in 
Texas. As an officer of the largest non-union educator 
association in Texas and the United States, I have had 
experience overseeing a similar fund and have learned the 
importance of making decisions that affect the fund."
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SBOE 
District 
15 Marty Rowley R

2012 - Texas 
Homeschool 
Coalition. 2016 - 
Charles Perry, 
Drew Springer neutral

Information: First elected to the SBOE in 2012.  Up for re-election in 2020.  
Attorney, no experience in education. Rowley is the Vice chair of the board.  He 
is Chairman of the Commitee on School Initiatives, which oversees Charter 
Schools. Chair of the Ad Hoc Committee to develop a Long Range Plan for 
Texas public schools. Chaired the commitee assigned to review the CSCOPE 
Social Studies lessons. In a letter to Amarillo Globe News (February 26, 2017) 
Rowley defended charter schools:"charter schools are public schools and have 
been since their inception...charters are required by law to be non-profits and 
are subject to the same Open Meetings and Public Information Acts, conflict of 
interest laws and board member training as are local school districts. Finally, 
character schools are held to the same standards as are traditional schools 
districts...The final point is charter schools would not receive any potential 
benefit from school vouchers as proposed by SB3(as stated on 2/26/2017)." In 
June 20, 2017 article in San Antonio Express News - Rowley stated he was anti 
vouchers. He was quoted: " We're doing everything we can to promote, protect, 
and serve the interests to some extent of public education. Everyone's 
perception of what school vouchers do is it doesn't serve public education in the 
best manner. " In Aug 2016, he made this statement on his fb page regarding if 
he was a proponent of scratching STAAR testing all together: I did not say that 
the STAAR tests will be, or even should be "suspended", but rather that they 
should carry less emphasis in determining campus, district and student 
performance. I do believe there is a place for standardized tests in public 
schools, not to mention the fact that a large portion of our federal funding 
depends on a standardized testing system being in place. But I think we should 
be reducing the time spent preparing for and taking those exams. To do that we 
will need to reduce the weight and importance those tests are given in order to 
get our assessment system back in balance. That is, of course, a legislative 
function and not a State Board of Education decision. However, as I said in the 
story, hopefully the legislature will provide some relief in the upcoming session 
in that regard.  Voting Record: Voted to bring in Great Hearts Charter Schools 
out of Arizona. Voted in June 2017 to let Legacy School of Sports Science go 
before a full vote.  In 2015, voted against the bid for Athlos Academies. In 2016, 
voted in favor for Athlos charter school (rejected by majority of board).

Governor Greg Abbott R

2018 - Texas 
Homeschool 
Coalition Unfriendly

Tweet on 1/3/19 called for state takeover 
of HISD board, calling them self-centered 
and inept.  Current plan for property 
taxes would create a statewide cap of 
2.5%, which will take millions from public 
education unless more funding is added 
by the state. 

Signed bill in 2015 to allow seniors who hadn't passed all 5 
STAAR tests to graduate with provisions (IGC).  During 
campaign, said that local districts should be given control over 
how to evaluate and pay teachers.  Said that the most 
important factor in determining teacher pay should be 
"effectiveness in the classroom."  Supports Governor's 
University Research Initiative - to bring recruits from 
academia to Texas universities.  Supports additional funding 
for Pre-K (proposal was de-funded by House).  Anti Common 
Core.  In 2011 as Attorney General, fought lawsuit aimed at 
fixing school funding.  Abbott lost, judge found 4 areas in 
which the state had violated the Constitution.  Case was 
dismissed by TX Supreme Court.  Education isn't even listed 
as an issue on his web site.  2017 Special session: suggested 
teacher pay increase of $1000 (unfunded).  Supported 
administrative flexibility in teacher hiring and retention 
practices.  Supported a school finance reform commission.  
Supported school choice for special needs students.  
Supported prohibition of taxpayer dollars to collect union 
dues.  Calls school choice a "civil rights issue."  Issued edict 
that he was "making a list" of anyone who did not fall in line 
with Dan Patrick and that they would be punished. Labeled 
House as dysfunctional for supporting PubEd. 
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Lt. Gov Dan Patrick R

2018 - Texans for 
Fiscal 
Responsibilty/Em
power Texans, 
Texas 
Homeschool 
Coalition 2014 - 
Texans for Fiscal 
Responsibility/Em
power Texans Unfriendly

PRO-VOUCHER: Jan, 2016 per Texas Tribune "vowed to 
pass a bigger and better tax credit scholarship program — 
and possibly other school choice legislation — out of the 
Senate in 2017, saying school choice remains his top policy 
priority aside from 'protecting life'...As a former state senator 
and chairman of the Senate Education Committee...(he) 
unsuccessfully pushed for a private school voucher program."  
PROHIBIT DUES DEDUCTIONS FROM TEACHERS' 
CHECKS: Teach the Vote reports Lt. Gov. Patrick pushed 
SB7 through the Senate. This bill, which would "eliminate 
educators’ right to utilize payroll deduction to pay voluntary 
professional association dues, has been a priority of the Lt. 
Gov. and Texas Senate for years now."  FUNDING: In 2014 
Lt. Gov. race, Patrick received $768 K from Empower Texans 
and $675,426 from Texans for Education Reform (pro-
privitization group). ADDITIONAL MONEY FOR TEACHERS: 
Texas Tribune reports June 23, 2017 that before the special 
session began, Patrick proposed to give "teachers bonuses 
and increase their retirement benefits, with plans to pay for 
both long-term using money from the Texas lottery. Patrick's 
plan, in part, would provide $600 to $1,000 bonuses to long-
term and retired teachers, inject $200 million into the Teacher 
Retirement System, give $150 million to struggling small, rural 
districts, and provide $60 million for new facilities for fast-
growth school districts and charter schools...BUT...Over the 
next two years, Patrick said, $700 million to pay for the plan 
would come from a deferral of funds to managed care 
organizations. Over the long-term, $700 million would be 
directly allocated from the Texas Lottery if voters approved an 
amendment to the Texas Constitution to ensure that transfer 
of funds continues indefinitely. Currently, about $1.3 billion 
annually, or 27 percent of lottery funds, goes to public 
schools. Patrick is currently proposing taking the $700 million 
from that $1.3 billion rather than reallocating additional lottery 
revenue." AND, he called the House plan a "Ponzi scheme."  
Endorsed by Patriot Texas, Conservative Activists.


